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Draft Variation No. 4 of Meath County Development Plan 2021-2027

1.0 Reasons for Proposed Variation No.4

Notice is hereby given pursuant to Section 13 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as
amended, that Meath County Council has prepared proposed Draft Variation No. 4 to the
Meath County Development Plan 2021-2027, as varied.

Meath County Council and Kildare County Council has prepared a new Joint Local Area Plan
(LAP) for the Maynooth and Environs area. The Joint LAP 2025-2031 incorporates a framework
for guiding the future development of transportation, housing, retail, heritage, employment,
and social and community infrastructure in Maynooth.

The Maynooth and Environs Joint Local Area Plan (LAP) was adopted by the Elected Members
of Meath County Council on 19 February, 2025 and by the Elected Members of the Clane-
Maynooth Municipal District on 17 February 2025. To ensure consistency of the adopted
Maynooth & Environs Joint LAP with the Meath County Development Plan 2021-2027, as
varied, it is proposed to vary the Meath County Development Plan 2021-2027 by replacing the
Maynooth Environs Written Statement in Volume 2 of the Meath County Development Plan
with the adopted Maynooth Joint LAP 2025-2031 Written Statement. The existing Maynooth
Environs Land Use Zoning Map and Maynooth Environs Cultural and Natural Heritage Map in
Volume 2 will remain in place.

Proposed changes to the text are shown with new text in blue and text for deletion in blaek

shrilcaihrough.

1.2 Public Display/How to Make a Submission

The proposed draft Variation No. 4 together with the respective Strategic Environmental
Assessment and Appropriate Assessment Screening Reports will be available for inspection

from Friday 16 May until 4pm on Monday 16 June, 2025 (during normal opening hours) at
the following locations:

o Planning Department, Meath County Council, Buvinda House, Dublin Road, Navan, Co.
Meath C15 Y291

o Ashbourne Municipal District,1-2 Killegland Square Upper, Ashbourne, A84 NY73

o Kells Municipal District, Town Hall, Headfort Place, Kells, A82 W2R3

o Laytown/Bettystown Municipal District, Main Street, Duleek, A92 ROKW

o Ratoath Municipal District, Drumree Road, Dunshaughlin, A85 XK20

o Trim Municipal District, Mornington House, Summerhill Road, Trim C15 P2HE

The proposed draft Variation No.4 of the Meath County Development Plan 2021-2027, as
varied will also be available for inspection at https://consult.meath.ie/

Written observations or submissions regarding proposed Variation No. 4 only must be
received by 4pm on Monday 16 June 2025.

Submissions should be in ONE medium only i.e. online or hard copy and made as follows:-

e Online at https://consult.meath.ie/

or

e |n writing marked “Draft Variation No. 4” to the Meath County Development Plan 2021-
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Draft Variation No. 4 of Meath County Development Plan 2021-2027

2027, as varied to: Senior Executive Officer, Planning Department, Meath County Council,
Buvinda House, Dublin Road, Navan, Co. Meath, C15 Y291
Please note late, emailed or faxed submissions cannot be considered and will be returned.

Submissions or observations must include:

e Variation number

e Full Name and Address of person(s) making submission or observation

e Details of organisation, community group, company which you represent, where
relevant.

All submissions or observations will be taken into consideration before the making of the

Proposed Draft Variation No. 4. Please note submissions can only be considered if they relate

to the proposed Draft Variation No. 4. Any submissions that do not relate to the proposed

Draft Variation No. 4 or include proposals for additional or new zonings cannot be considered

and will be returned.

Submissions or observations will be made available for public viewing on the Council’s
consultation portal and website, when redacting under GDPR is complete and will also form
part of the statutory Chief Executive’s Report to be presented to the full Council. You are
responsible for ensuring that no vexatious, libelous or confidential information, including
confidential information in relation to a third party (in respect of which the third party has not,
expressly, or impliedly in the circumstances, consented to its disclosure) is included in your
submission. The Planning Authority reserves the right to redact any submission or part thereof.
Meath County Council will treat all personal data you may give as confidential. Data protection
information can be found at https://www.meath.ie/council/your-council/your-data-and-
access-to-information/data-protection

1.3 Accompanying Reports

The Planning Authority determined, using the screening criteria set out in Schedule 2A of the
Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2024, SEA guidelines for Regional and Planning
Authorities on implementing the SEA Directive (DoHPLG) and Annex 2 of the Directive
2001/42/EC, that Strategic Environmental Assessment is not required for the proposed Draft
Variation. A copy of the SEA Screening Report is available for inspection and accompanies the
Proposed Variation.

An Appropriate Assessment Screening was undertaken of the proposed Draft Variation to the
Meath County Development Plan 2021-2027, in accordance with the requirements of the EU
Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC). The Draft Variation is not predicted, either alone or in-
combination with other plans or projects, to have a likely significant impact on the key
features and qualifying interests of any Natura 2000 sites. A copy of this Screening Report is
available for inspection and accompanies the proposed draft variation.

1.4 How to Read the Proposed Changes
Changes to the text are indicated as follows:

New Text is in blue and deleted text will have a strikethrough-
This is shown in the following example;

A Joint Local Area Plan for Maynooth is-te-be has been prepared by Meath and Kildare
County Councils.
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2.1 Text of Proposed Variation

Proposed text Update to Chapter 1 Introduction

1.5 Table of Contents of the County Development Plan 2021-2027

Volume 2 contains the Written Statements and maps for the settlements as follows:

RATOATH MUNICIPAL DISTRICT

Dunboyne (& Clonee)

Dunshaughlin

Kilcock Environs

Kilmessan

Maynooth-Environs

Ratoath

1.5.1 Written Statements for Settlements in Meath

A Written Statement and land use zoning objectives map to establish a framework for
interalia the future LAP’s, to support economic development and to provide a basis for
continued operation of the development management process pending the completion of the
LAP’s (in the case of Drogheda the UAP) has been included in Volume 2 for each settlement.
These Written Statements will continue to have effect unless they are replaced and
superseded by their respective Local Area Plan,Jdeint-tecal-AreaPlan or Joint Urban Area Plan.
On adoption, the Local Area Plan, Jeint-Maynooth-Local-AreaPlan or Joint Drogheda Urban /
Local Area Plan will replace the respective Written Statement in Volume 2 of the Meath
County Development Plan 2021-2027 by way of a variation to the Plan. During the intervening
period, the Written Statement contained in the Meath County Development Plan will continue
to have effect.

Proposed text update to Chapter 2 Core Strategy

2.10.1 Focus of Growth in the Metropolitan Area

Maynooth is identified as a Key Town in the Metropolitan area in the RSES. The RSES
recognises the northern environs of Maynooth, which are located in Meath, as an important
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Maynooth-Environs

location for economic and residential development that will support the future development
of the town and the delivery of the Maynooth Outer Relief Road, which is a key piece of
infrastructure in the sustainable growth of the town. A Joint Local Area Plan for Maynooth is
te-be has been prepared by Meath and Kildare County Councils. This Plan will provide a co-
ordinated framework for the future development of Maynooth.

Proposed text update to Chapter 3 Settlement and Housing Strategy

3.4.7 Key Towns

..... In order to ensure a co-ordinated approach is undertaken to the future development of
Maynooth Regional Policy Objective 4.35 of the RSES, reguires-that a Joint Local Area Plan is
has been prepared by Meath and Kildare County Council.

The Maynooth Environs lands is will-be a focal point for employment and complementary
residential uses. The development of these lands will facilitate the delivery of the Maynooth
Outer Relief Road (MOOR) which is strongly supported in the RSES. This is a critical piece of
infrastructure in the future growth and development of Maynooth.

Proposed text update to Chapter 4 — Economic and Employment Strategy

ED OBIJ 14: It is a priority for the Council to deliver on the significant potential of the lands
in the Maynooth Environs, a designated strategic employment site to create a
unique employment hub centred on a high tech/bio tech campus within the lands,
supported by a ‘live work’ community with a mixture of employment, residential,
community, medical and tourism uses to be progressed following the preparation of
Master Plans. Said Master Plans shall be agreed in writing with the Executive of Meath
County Council in advance of the lodgement any future pPlanning application. This area
can accommodate increased building height which shall be addressed as part of
the Master Plans. (Please refer to Meldme Maynooth and Environs Joint Local Area Plan
Written-Statement for detailed requirements in respect of Master Plans).

Replacement of Maynooth Written Statement in Volume 2

Replacement of Maynooth Written Statement in Volume 2 with the following text:

Revoked and Replaced by Maynooth and Environs

Joint Local Area Plan 2025-3031.
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Natura-2000 Sites

Page 10 of 21



Medal-ShareforWalking 2%{Unchanged-from2%in2016}
MedalShare for Cyeling 20 nchangedfrem200-in 20160
Modal-Share forBus 6%{Unchangedfrom 6%in2016)
Meodal-ShareforRail 12%{Unchanged-from2016)}

ReductionTargetforCarUse 73%-Unchangedfrom73%- 2016}
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MasterPlan | Description
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